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A study on the elderly population's acceptance and willingness to live in
age-friendly communities: A case study of New Taipei City

*Tseng, H. Y., Shih, Y.
Department of Social Work, Shih-Chien University

Abstract

This study explores the factors related to the acceptance and willingness to move into age-friendly
communities among the population aged 65 and above in New Taipei City. Using a cross-sectional
questionnaire survey design, it analyzes the mechanisms of various variables, including demographics,
economics, health, psychology, and social support. Regression analysis reveals that residential area, self-
perceived health status, health comparison with peers, happiness living in New Taipei City, and frequency
of interaction with friends and family are significantly related to the acceptance of age-friendly
communities; among these, older people in remote areas have lower acceptance (f=-.121, p<.001), while
those with better self-perceived health have higher acceptance (B=.165, p<.001). Regarding willingness to
move in, age, residential area, economic status, self-perceived health status, happiness living in New Taipei
City, number of activities participated in, and frequency of interaction with friends and family are all
significantly related. Older age corresponds to lower willingness (85 years and above f=-.100, p<.01),
better self-perceived health corresponds to higher willingness (B=.141, p<.001), but more frequent
interaction with friends and family corresponds to lower willingness (B=-.074, p<.05). The results support
the literature view that multiple factors influence elderly residential choices and reveal differences in the
roles of acceptance and willingness to move in. It is recommended that the government strengthen
promotion and customized services in remote areas, integrate health and long-term care resources, provide

financial subsidies, and design diverse activities and transition programs to enhance acceptance.

Keywords: elderly population, willingness of relocation to age-friendly communities, identification with

age-friendly communities, social support
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