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Intergenerational Program Integrated into Interdisciplinary Curriculum:

A Case Study of the Island’s Collective Memories Teaching Project

*Lin, Hsiu-Yi!, Chen, Stephanie Yu-ching?
! Department of Elder Education, National Chung Cheng University
2 Adult and Continuing Education, National Chung Cheng University

Abstract

The rapid advancement of knowledge and technology, coupled with a growing aging population,
necessitates a paradigm shift in educational development. Lifelong learning initiatives and cross-
disciplinary courses are becoming increasingly prevalent. The implementation of intergenerational
programs can effectively enhance intergenerational understanding and support while fostering valuable
opportunities for collaboration across generations. The Island’s Collective Memories Teaching Project
empowers students to deepen their understanding of their grandparents through interviews, nurturing
stronger emotional bonds, promoting opportunities for reciprocal learning and growth, and embodying the
spirit of intergenerational learning within the curriculum. This qualitative study recruited six teachers
implementing the project through purposive sampling. Semi-structured interviews were then conducted.
The main conclusions of the research are: (1) Teacher engagement and emotional investment in their own
learning drive curriculum development. Flexible content facilitates intergenerational dialogue and
interaction, encouraging critical thinking and observation skills, ultimately reducing prejudice. (2) Diverse
media can spark student curiosity about their grandparents' generation. Connecting course topics with
interview themes deepens understanding, while artistic expression helps showcase the benefits of
intergenerational dialogue. (3) Organizing achievement exhibitions, service-learning programs, and aging
simulations can help students develop empathy and overcome age-related stereotypes. (4) Maintaining the
Island Notes course requires flexibility in combining concepts and course topics. Cultivating resource and
outcome sharing among educators is crucial for ongoing success.

Keywords: intergenerational program, The Island’s Collective Memories Teaching Project,

interdisciplinary curriculum.
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