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Abstract

In January 2017, the Taiwanese government implemented the Ten-Year Long-Term Care Plan 2.0
(hereinafter referred to as Long-Term Care 2.0), which is a tax-based initiative for developing a
community care service system. According to the National Development Council’s projection, people
aged over 65 years will account for more than 20% of the Taiwanese population by 2025, making Taiwan
a super-aged society. Therefore, the financial sustainability of long term care is crucial. This study
analyzed the financial sustainability of Long-Term Care 2.0 through in-depth interviews. This study
discovered that Taiwan will become a super-aged society more quickly than Japan and face increased
demand for senior care, a shortage of caregivers, and serious social problems such as caregiver turnover.
Taiwan’s financial resources for long term care services are mainly obtained through taxes; however, the
health-care system in Taiwan is insurance based and thus different from those of other countries that have
adopted a similar financial resource pipeline for health-care and long term care services. This research
recommends short-term and medium-term reform strategies for ensuring the financial sustainability of
Taiwan’s long term care policy. In the short term, the growth in long term care expenditures in Taiwan
should be continually reviewed. In the medium term, the possibility and public acceptance of converting
public services into social long term care insurance should be examined.

Keywords: long-term care, long-term plan 2.0, financial sustainability
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