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A Study on the Behavioral Intention of Middle-Aged and Older Adult Populations
in Purchasing Meat: Taking Pork containing Ractopamine as an Example

Chen, T.-C., *Wu, L.-L.
Department of Long-Term Care &.Management, Nan Kai University of Technology

Abstract

Pork has long been a major meat consumption in Taiwan. Therefore, when the government announced
that it would lift the ban on the imports of U.S. pork containing ractopamine from January 1th, 2021, strong
public disapproval has come to surface. This concern highlighted the importance of food safety. The degree
of most people’s worries about various food safety issues affect their consuming behavior in the market.
This study uses perceived risk and awareness of ractopamine, in combination with the theory of planned
behavior, to explore middle-aged people’s behavioral intentions and their influencing factors in
purchasing U.S. pork containing ractopamine. Target participants were middle-aged people in Nantou
County. Questionnaires were handed out by convenient sampling, of which a total of 424 wvalid
questionnaires were returned. The result of the study shows that respondents’ recognition about perceived
risk tends to be very agreeable. That is to say, most respondents are worried about the quality and source
of U.S. pork containing ractopamine and any negative side effects on their health. In addition, the
respondents tended to disagree with the behavioral attitude, subjective norms, perceptual behavior control,
and behavioral intention of purchasing. In terms of "awareness of ractopamine", the accuracy rate of the
respondents’ comprehension is over 90%, which shows that most respondents have a certain degree of
understanding of ractopamine. The results of the multiple regression analysis show that the respondents’
behavioral attitudes and perceived behavioral control structures have a significant positive impact on their
behavioral intentions for purchasing U.S. pork containing ractopamine. The perceived risk dimension and
the cognitive dimension have a negative influence on behavioral intentions. Furthermore, subjective norms
have no significant influence on behavior intentions. Among them, behavioral attitude is the major factor
that affects behavioral intention. When food presents uncertain risks to human health, the purchasing
behavioral intention of middle-aged and older adults mainly depends on the positive or negative evaluation
they hold. However, family members, friends, or scholars’ expert opinions have little influence. The results
of this study can be used as references for research consumption decision-making behaviors of middle-
aged people under food safety risk.

Keywords: ractopamine, food safety, perceived risk, theory of planned behavior
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