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Reviewing the History of Taiwan's Long Term Care Policy and Analyzing
its Future Challenges — Based On Long-term Care Plan 2.0

Huang, L.-K.}, *Yang, P.-S.2
1 ST. Camillus Long-term Care Center, Yilan County
2 Social Work Department , National Taiwan University

Abstract

An aging society leads to increasingly serious issues such as long-term care. The low fertility rate has
resulted in family units with little to no mutual assistance, thus arousing attention and concern from both
the government and society. This study is a policy analysis based on data collected from Taiwan's long-
term care history. The development of Taiwan’s long-term care system is divided into four phases and
considers Taiwan’s unique historical-cultural, social, and political context of long-term care. This study
found that Taiwan's Long-term Care Plan 2.0 has attained good progress in developing diverse, holistic,
and continuity in care systems and services. However, the findings also indicate that there are still existing
challenges with regards to financial mechanisms, assessment needs, central or local government
implementation, provision of in-kind service, in-cash service or the mixture of both, user choice issues, and
most urgently—how to integrate long-term care service systems with medical and social service systems.
This study also lists the suggestions for the goals and strategies that can be adopted in future long-term care
policies.

Keywords: aging society, long-term care, long-term care plan 2.0, holistic care, continuity of care
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