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Abstract

This research investigates the motivation of senior citizens who participate in the Japanese language
class of National Changhua University of Extension Education. It uses a qualitative study of purposive
sampling in principle to choose three older adults over 55 years-old who have been learning Japanese for
a long time in the university. In-depth interviews with transcript were used to collect relevant materials and
the results of the verbatim data were collated, analyzed and discussed. The following conclusions were
derived: (1) the motivation of respondents to participate in Japanese language learning was their strong
interest in the language; (2) the motivation of the respondents to participate in Japanese language learning
was their interest in Japanese culture; (3) the respondents wanted to travel to Japan and enjoyed being
backpackers; (4) the respondents wanted to activate their brain and delay dementia by attending Japanese
language courses; (5) the respondents wanted to make new friends with the same interest in Japanese
language courses. Older people had a positive influence on their lives after learning Japanese language
courses, which helped them smooth the path to aging. In the end, researcher provided the findings and
conclusions of this study to the government and relevant organizations to optimize their design and

arrangement of Japanese language courses for senior citizens.
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