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Case study on integration of aging education with kindergarten
educational activities

Tsung-Chien Chen, *Jing-Yi Chen
Department of Gerontechnology and Service Management, Nan Kai University of Technology

Abstract

Taiwan has entered aged society in 2018. It is expected to enter the super- aged society in 2026. In the
face of future changes in social structure, the aging phenomenon is bound to produce many problems. How
to face the impact of super senior age, with positive attitude and interaction with the elderly are the subjects
that everyone should learn. Therefore, aging education must be integrated with early childhood education
and included in the curriculum of educational activities, so that young children can establish positive aging
knowledge and attitude from an early age in order to cope up with the super-aged society generations. The
current study aimed to design an aging education curriculum as a model example to enable young children
to understand aging education issues and cultivate positive perceptions and attitudes toward the elderly.
With the theme— " Be with the grandparents ", the present study wants to design a teaching plan for aging
education courses, apply learning indicators in six fields, and integrate that into kindergarten education
activities. The study was carried out on a group of students of kindergarten large class. First, the concept
of the initial aging education was designed, then an eight-week theme course was conducted through
teaching, group teaching, study list and role-playing. Focus group interview method and action research
method were used for the present research. Integral thematic history data, participants' feedback materials
and observer feedback forms were evaluated to assess the teaching effectiveness of the children's aging
education. Finally, the aging education curriculum suitable for kindergartens was compiled. The results of
the study and the conclusions are as follows: (1) The aging education theme course can enhance the
interaction between young children and senior citizens, especially the grandparents and grandchildren can
promote emotional communication; (2) From the feedback of the observers, we can know that the aging
education theme course laid a positive impact on the aging knowledge and attitude of young children. The
children will care for the needs of the elderly and provide assistance to them in their daily life; (3) Through
the interaction between the grandparents and the students, the acceptance between the children and the
parents becomes high, showing that the kindergartens can promote aging education;(4) Applying the
learning objectives of the kindergarten education activity syllabus to design an aging education course to
improve the six major learning areas of children. We hope that the current study can be used as a reference
textbook for kindergartens to promote the aging education, and promote the concept of aging education
from a young age.

Keywords: aging education, theme-based curriculum, kindergarten education activities
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