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Employing intergenerational learning to enhance the interpersonal
interaction of elderly in day care center

Hong, H., *Yao, C.-T.
Master's degree program in aging and Long-Term Care, Kaohsiung Medical University

Abstract

Intergenerational learning allows the young generation and the old generation to better understand
each other. However, in Taiwan, intergenerational learning usually happens in the community or school.
The purpose of this study is to explore the influence of an intergenerational communication program on the
social skills of the elderly in a day care center. This pre-experiment study adopted the one-group pretest-
posttest design. 10 elderly persons were recruited from a day care center in Kaohsiung and 10 kindergarten
children were invited to participate in the study. The intergenerational learning was designed in a
contrastive way. It was conducted once a week, with an hour for each of the total 5 sessions. Repeated
measures were performed before and after the intervention. Data was collected by the interpersonal function
scale. The study concluded that intergenerational learning is useful and valuable for improving
interpersonal relationship functions for the elderly in a day care center.

Keywords: Intergenerational learning, day care center, interpersonal interaction

i’r?‘f DE T R wmuﬁ 132



