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Friendly website design for seniors

Wang, L.-L.
Department of Information Communication, Asia University

Abstract

In developed countries, the elderly population using the Internet grows year by year. However the
increase in the number of older adults who use the Internet has few effects on the site designers. Most site
designers pay only attention to mainstream users; they ignore the web accessibility for the older users.
For seniors, vision, dexterity, memory, etc. decline with age. Hence the web designers should give special
consideration to these factors and improve the readability and availability of the webpages to provide a
friendly and comfortable environment for the older users. If there are website tools which can clearly
indicate the defect of the site’s visual design, the designer can enhance the visual quality of the site.
Therefore, this project aims to develop the methodologies of automatic web evaluation and modification
for the sites built especially for seniors by the quantitative analysis of visual features. The website
designers, in the process of building a site, can manually correct website visual effects by following the
outcome suggestions of the evaluator or, alternatively, by using the modifier to do corrections. The tools
will help web designers create thoughtful website visual effects for the elderly such that the elders have
friendly web browsing experiences.

Keywords: website visual design, elderly population, website visual evaluation, website visual

modification, friendly web design
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